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Issue Date: Tuesday 4th November 2014

Event Date: Thursday 6th November 2014 12.30pm for 1.00pm

DISABLED PEOPLE GATHER IN SOUTHAMPTON TO CELEBRATE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPDNENT LIVING & THE FOUNDING OF ONE OF THE FIRST CENTRES FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING IN THE UK

Key figures in the Disability Movement, Statutory & Business sectors, will gather on Thursday 6th November in Southampton to mark the 30th anniversary of the city’s SPECTRUM Centre for Independent Living (CIL), one of the first centres set up to support Disabled People to live independently in the community. There will be reflection on achievements with justifiable pride, but also a sober assessment of the austerity challenges ahead for Disabled People.

One speaker at the event will be Hampshire-based John Evans OBE, who was determined not to spend the rest of his life in residential care after breaking his neck at the age of 25. “The Spectrum event will be a day of celebration”, says Evans, “we will celebrate that the centre is still in existence, is still flourishing and is probably one of the most successful CILs in the country.”

Without the momentum created by the Independent Living Movement, he adds, broader policy initiatives in social care, such as personalisation and co-production – involving users of services as partners in making policy and designing services – would never have happened. 
Austerity is bound to loom large at the SPECTRUM event, the demise, next year, of the Independent Living Fund, which supports 19,000 people to live independently and enables some to hold down jobs, presents a big worry. Times are hard for Disabled People at the moment, with attacks on welfare, shrinking care packages, organisations finding it ever harder to find funding, and hate crime increasing.
However, SPECTRUM’s Chief Executive, Ian Loynes, who is himself disabled, remains upbeat in the face of adversity, insisting: “Our agenda is about living independently and offering peer support and non-institutional solutions. This fits well with what’s happening in practice. Nine times out of 10 we can find solutions that are cheaper for the state to support.”

Controversially for many, SPECTRUM was unfazed by the closure of the former Remploy factories for Disabled People. “Disabled People need self-confidence and belief,” he says. “We ended up working with 13 people from the closed Southampton factory and in eight months had got eight or nine of them into proper paid work or training.”

On the 6th November, SPECTRUM will host a celebratory conference, marking the achievements of the last 30 years, and examining the challenges and opportunities for Disabled People in the future.

With coverage in the Guardian on 29th October, SPECTRUM welcomes the opportunity of our 30th anniversary to raise public awareness locally of the issues facing Disabled People, now and in the future.  
· ENDS -  

Notes for Editors:

For further information, please contact: 

Ian Loynes on 07966 415 168 or: ian.loynes@SpectrumCIl.co.uk 

1. SPECTRUM Centre for Independent Living is an organisation run and controlled by Disabled People. Our aim is to ensure all Disabled People can actively participate in all spheres of society, free of discrimination and lead an independent lifestyle of their choice. 

2. Coverage of this event in last week’s Guardian newspaper can be found at the following two links: http://www.theguardian.com/social-care-network/2014/oct/29/thirty-years-of-independent-living-for-people-with-disabilities and  http://www.theguardian.com/social-care-network/2014/oct/29/choice-and-control-are-still-key-for-people-with-disabilities 
3. Photographs to accompany this press release are available on request. 

Think you know Disabled People ... Think again

