Hampshire Constabulary Advice and Information on Hate Crime

http://www.hampshire.police.uk/internet/advice-and-information/abuse-against-the-person/hate-crime
If you've ever been abused, assaulted, targeted or intimidated because of who you are, you may have been the victim of a hate crime or hate incident.

These are incidents or offences which are motivated by hostility, prejudice or hatred towards someone's actual or perceived:

· colour of skin, race, ethnicity, nationality and/or national origin 

· disability 

· sexual orientation 

· faith, religion or belief 

· gender or gender identity 

· age

Hate incidents and hate crimes are cowardly and unacceptable and the police are here to help support the victims and bring the offenders to justice.

How can I report hate incidents and hate crimes to the police?

If it's happening now, or the offender is still nearby, call 999 immediately.

If it's less urgent, call the police on 101.

Whenever you call us, please tell us that you are reporting a hate incident.

You can always speak with us in confidence and, if you prefer, anonymously.

If you don't want to speak to the police directly, tell a friend, relative or carer. If you want to report the incident to us, they can do it on your behalf.

You don't have to be the victim, or even know the victim, of a hate incident to report it to the police. If you witness an incident, or someone tells you about one, you can report it to us on their behalf.

Have you downloaded the 'Helping Victims of Hate Crime' app?
http://www.hampshire.police.uk/internet/advice-and-information/abuse-against-the-person/helping-victims-of-hate-crime-app-for-smartphones
How else can I report hate incidents and hate crimes?

There are many ways you can report hate incidents and hate crimes.

The important thing is that you tell someone about it.

You can always report online via the True Vision website which is especially dedicated to hate crimes and hate incidents.

You can contact the Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555 111 where you can leave information anonymously.

Your local council may also have the facilities available to take details of crimes and incidents.

Who can be a victim of hate crime?

You don't have to be elderly, disabled, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, from a minority ethnic background or from a particular religion or faith to be the victim of a hate crime.

If the offender believes you are, or even if someone else thinks you've been targeted for that reason, it's a hate incident and should be reported to the police.

Hate incidents may or may not be a criminal offence. It doesn't matter if you're not sure, report it to the police. We take all reports of hate incidents seriously.

What are the police doing about hate crimes?

The police are here to help.

Hampshire Constabulary is committed to investigating all crimes and incidents motivated by hate, supporting the victims and bringing the offenders to justice.

We can help you get the support you need through the court process, preparing your statement and giving evidence either in person, in writing or via video so you may not have to appear in front of the defendant.

We'll work hard to ensure the offenders are prosecuted. When they come to court and are convicted, they can expect tougher punishments because crimes motivated by hate carry longer sentences.

All police officers and police community support officers can help support victims of hate crimes and hate incidents.

The force also has specially trained staff, such as Lesbian and Gay Liaison Officers and Disability Champions, who have an extra understanding in their areas of expertise.

We also work with our partner agencies in local authorities, education and community groups to raise awareness about hate crime and how to report it and make sure individuals can get access to the support they need.

